
FOR IMMEillA TE RELEASE 

'DIE 'ITLE I.J. J PVS'r at uhinnton, • c., eonds uo tho following stx>ey 
of epocinl interesti 

"'lb tllo A:li tor - -

"1-ere'With i:J o recent letter written by Amold Kruckman, veteran intern tional 
correopon ent of ashin :ton, D. c., to ra. fJ.elen Jackson, hood or the 
ns · n !-0 iacussion up. r . :ruokmon is a onoor in avi.ilt1on ct1-

v1tica. o. 1m1zed all tho root cross-country filghts ot erica prior to 
.orld I end arranged dot.alls tor the first round- theo-world ru t aver e. 

He s t.ho first aeronaut.ical editor ever to bo appointed by an;y nowspn,per. 
this colortul bock tmd he soos atr1king parollela bot\fe6n the proscnt 

inti..~lnnetal")' activities mid tho early phases of aviation. Jfo is, thereforo, 
in a unique position to reroenae tho voet 1.nportance ot tho pop.ilar approach, 
pirtiOJlarly as re ooented 1n ucer activities the world over. His lottor, 1n 
pa.rt, -follow.;a 1 

"'.Wlen I a very much involved 1n tho ioneer phases o! the airplan a 
situ tion that ~a ch the ea o s tbut mi.ch con! nts tb>se cerned "1th 
intorpl.Dnetary opace ~blo: s t.odny. otore t.m oi11>lane ca: .o as a ont 
tnte l in tli ht cct1vit1ee had an ~ ero ub in orica as v.iell aa J.ero 
Clubs in arie, 1.ondon, rlin Dnd 6ther tTOat c1t1.es ot tho rld. Those uba 

ro principally devoted to the p:>pil ar ~specta, pu-ticularly to t. sport.inc 
events that d tn do with balloonin • The active :ibers ere either thos who 
omcd bnlloons or ttx>so who tls with tho pilots 1n lloona. The ,luhs "ore 
aiood at fosterin the sport or tall.ocnin , at keeping the rocords 01· c ti­
t.ions l"Otwem ballone, end it o thoir ~ajor purpooe to preserve t history 
o.1: tl1 t and to sustain !X>I"lar 11.t.oroat . Thus hundred:. ot thouSllild=, poosibly 

llinns, ro either directly or Wirectly dram into c.:>ntemplation ot tho 
whole cwcu.lor art of ilifiht. You w1ll readily rccogrl.zo th!>. t this orq 
octivlty of the /.ero ts hod t effoct o! propo.rine public interest in the 
airplano, and 1n creating 'l'<hat rou t cRl.l tho oonsu ro later ov1dad 
the aapp.irt for thct industry Tihi.Ch oprang out ot tho creati n of tha airplane. 

nr think you will seo thnt tho people l'iho r.ox·e idontiliod with ballooning ol¥l 
with the earl,y lioro Clubs had tho sarr.o relation to popular interest 1n fil t 
that or~izations like yours havo to 1nterplamtory tr vel. The l o-ro Clu 
had "1 th1n t the bllckbone wtd tho substance and th solid elo:ients or the 
\1hole oup whl_} furnished th 11tw:s am the .finance oud t pop.tlar favor 
that r.tado the airplane iudust.ry poasibl • I n ~ntra.diatinction to the ero 
lub ., hod tho eronautical aociety of en.ca Tlbich a.s chiefly devoted to 

the technical probl w1d to eatabliehinc thG science or aeroct;ynnmios - the 
basis of the ostablloh.'Zlt ot l'WIXlll flight. .aturally ito reat interest .. a 
tho airplane. e apace roups, tocethor, as a wholo, might form 'lbe S ce 
Club or tho oricas. 

111 t aeo .lD that too nat!'!O division of interest occurs now in interplanetary acti­
vities. \lr izationo like youro foster, ond nre reopono1ble for the pilar 
interest and tho l'widesproad ott«ltion. pop.ilar intoroat is rotlected in 
the reports or the inm.agra o saucer Gi htinca t'tmt are 1\lndaoental.ly valuable 
in the stud7 of the le intorplanotnry ubject., and uh1Ch supply the eubctmt­
t141 bulk of infor.::.ation noce:t83rJ to operly equip tho eci.ont.ilic or~iza­
tiona "Iii th into :.et1on. Or nizat1ono llie yours maintoin the interest t.hat 



2. 

assembles th& invaluable observations am dato. which Will enable the scientist 
and others to MkQ tho esoontial studies th:lt vrill supp~ tho scientttic 
answers to tre proble.na that confront us today. Saucer clubs, like tho I ero 
Clubs or tho earlier days of i'lii)lt., aro resP')naiblo for sustaining tho popu­
lar interest and gather the i'ac;:ts that make t.he aotiv.i ties rcooentzed and 
rospocted. 1ltls is absolutely essential 'm:>rk and can be done only by oreanizn­
tions like yours. I t depends on volunteers as do thooo un1ta which today are 
organized as airplano watchers. auit you, and otbtrs like you are dolilg, ~ 
absolutely necessary w:.>rk. I t is tho foundation upon which roots the ~hole 
momentoueJ exploration of mtorplanotary atfa.iro. r know onl)' too well that 
to do .ti.-it you are doin ~-& of'ton dioooura~in ·, and that the exponso 1n both 
monay and tw sec"'s thanideos and futile. l\it plcnso bo asS'Ur(:d tmt every­
thing of thiG k1nd t.mt is done is, in tho end, worth all the experx!iture of 
ti o, enerey and 1aonoy p.at int.o it." 

. . .. . . . 
r . Kruckman will shortly produce a now monthly periodical to be known o.s 

~l'Al..; AnVENTURE. It is llddrensed to tho .lmior roup. ... t l4.ll provide the 
stimulation to imagination much 1'111 divert many younzaterG fro.it the search 
for adventure which today leads thc;a into coll.1sion with the law. 'l'he first 
issue, eagerly awaited by many, Y1ill appear arowd ttove::d.:.er 11 1956. 


